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European Parliament passes resolution on

Disability & Development

Prepared for the seventh Session of the Ad Hoc Committee, January 2006

On January 20, 2006 the European Parliament unanimously adopted a resolution on Disability & Development:
It specifically recalls:

· Article 14 (Non-discrimination) and Articles 21 & 26 (Rights of Persons with Disabilities) of the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms;

· The Millennium Development Goals (MDG);

· The General Assembly Resolution on the UN Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities;

As well as the fact that: 

· Persons with disabilities are disproportionately poor;

· The need to specifically include persons with disabilities in poverty alleviation programs;

· The need to include persons with disabilities fully in all policies and activities supported by the European Union delegations;

· The rights based approach of development programs;

· Accessibility is important and too often this need of persons with disabilities is not met; 

· Representative groups of persons with disabilities must be consulted.

The European Parliament urges to take action - amongst others - by: 

· Mainstreaming disability into all levels of development policy;

· Implementing the European Union Guidance Note on Disability & Development;

· Ensuring appropriate resources for disability specific actions;

· Ensuring that persons with disabilities are included in European Union development cooperation programs as well as poverty eradication programs. 

· Calling on the Commission to support the inclusion of a separate Article on international cooperation in the Convention as a “necessary foundation for collaborative actions in pursuit of inclusive development and to facilitate bilateral and multilateral exchange of expertise, between developing countries and between such countries and the European Union.”  
What is IDDC?

www.iddc.uk.org
It is a global consortium of non-governmental organizations supporting disability and development work in more than 100 countries around the world. Its aim is to promote the rights of persons with disabilities through effective collaboration and sharing of information and expertise. IDDC believe that these goals can only be achieved through inclusive development policy and practice.

IDDC member organizations are facilitating the participation of under-represented groups of persons with disabilities from developing countries to participate in the convention process and are closely collaborating with organizations involved in the convention process as part of the International Disability Caucus;

Provides accessible information for DPOs and NGOs in order for them to understand the convention process, its implications and, ultimately, to participate in the future implementation of the convention.

IDDC has developed a Task Group on the UN Convention that is responsible for contributions to the convention process to ensure that Inclusive Development issues are part of it.
International Disability and Development Consortium Members

	Action on Disability and Development (ADD) 
Associazione Italiana Amici di Raoul 

Follereau (AIFO)

Basic Needs 

Christoffel Blindenmission (CBM)
Danish Council of Organisations of Disabled People 

Dutch Coalition on Disability and Development (DCDD)
Platform Disability and Development Cooperation

Save the Children UK

Swedish Organisation of Disabled Persons (SHIA)
	Finnish Disabled People’s International Development (FIDIDA)
Handicap International (HI)
Healthlink Worldwide 
Organismo di Volontariato per la Cooperazione 
Landmine Survivors Network (LSN)

Leonard Cheshire International 
Light for the World 

Norwegian Association of the Disabled (NAD)
Word Vision UK

Sight Savers International




Please note that some of the members of the International Disability & Development Consortium (IDDC) are also members of the International Disability Caucus (IDC) at the Ad Hoc Committee. 

The resolution can be found at http://www.europarl.eu.int/omk/sipade3?PUBREF=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2006-0033+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&L=EN&LEVEL=0&NAV=S&LSTDOC=Y&LSTDOC=N
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