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Note on 

International Cooperation 

prepared for the Seventh Session of the Ad Hoc Committee, January 2006

supporting the International Disability Caucus’ position

IDDC is a global consortium of non-governmental organizations supporting disability and development work in more than 100 countries around the world.  Its aim is to promote the rights of persons with disabilities through effective collaboration and sharing of information and expertise. These goals can only be achieved through inclusive development policies and practices.

· Considering that the vast majority of persons with disabilities - about 80 % - live in a developing country and are among the poorest of the poor, 

· Recalling that Disability is a cause and an effect of poverty both in developed and developing countries.  

· Noting that in the human rights context, international cooperation is referenced as an implementation measure in such instruments as the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (Articles 2(3), 22 and 23), and the Convention on the Rights of the Child (Article 4).

IDDC urges Governments to support the inclusion of a separate provision on ”International cooperation” in  the Convention. 

IDDC welcomes the Chair’s proposal to place Article 32 among the implementation measures of the draft Convention as well as in the preamble and in Article 4 (General Obligations), thus ensuring the goal of facilitating the inclusion of disability as a mainstreamed topic. 

IDDC especially supports the efforts of the International Disability Caucus and the European Disability Forum within the Convention process, which aim at, inter alia, including the voices, participation and the expertise of civil society, including organisations of persons with disabilities.
The IDDC supports the IDC proposal for Article 32, which includes the Chair’s suggestion on limiting derogations from the Convention’s obligations: 

States Parties shall undertake international cooperation to fulfill the obligations arising from this Convention to ensure the full inclusion of persons with disabilities in all areas of society on an equal basis with others. States Parties agree that representative organizations of persons with disabilities will be consulted and participate in the design, development, implementation and evaluation of international cooperation projects, also by ensuring that existing and future resources in the realm of international cooperation and other aid efforts are utilized to implement the purposes of the present Convention.

The provisions relating to international cooperation shall contribute to building inclusive societies by encouraging technical cooperation, exchange of and access to scientific and technical knowledge, exchange of experiences, promotion of research and application of accessible technologies and  building capacities and raising public awareness on disability and the full and equal enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms by persons with disabilities. The provisions relating to international cooperation do not in any way derogate from the obligations of States Parties to fulfill their obligations under this Convention.

What is IDDC?

www.iddc.uk.org
It is a global consortium of non-governmental organizations supporting disability and development work in more than 100 countries around the world. Its aim is to promote the rights of persons with disabilities through effective collaboration and sharing of information and expertise. IDDC believe that these goals can only be achieved through inclusive development policy and practice.

IDDC member organizations are facilitating the participation of under-represented groups of persons with disabilities from developing countries to participate in the convention process and are closely collaborating with organizations involved in the convention process as part of the International Disability Caucus;

Provides accessible information for DPOs and NGOs in order for them to understand the convention process, its implications and, ultimately, to participate in the future implementation of the convention.

IDDC has developed a Task Group on the UN Convention that is responsible for contributions to the convention process to ensure that Inclusive Development issues are part of it.
International Disability and Development Consortium Members

	Action on Disability and Development (ADD) 
Associazione Italiana Amici di Raoul 

Follereau (AIFO)

Basic Needs 

Christoffel Blindenmission (CBM)
Danish Council of Organisations of Disabled People 

Dutch Coalition on Disability and Development (DCDD)
Platform Disability and Development Cooperation

Save the Children UK

Swedish Organisation of Disabled Persons (SHIA)
	Finnish Disabled People’s International Development (FIDIDA)
Handicap International (HI)
Healthlink Worldwide 
Organismo di Volontariato per la Cooperazione 
Landmine Survivors Network (LSN)

Leonard Cheshire International 
Light for the World 

Norwegian Association of the Disabled (NAD)
Word Vision UK

Sight Savers International




Please note that some of the members of the International Disability & Development Consortium (IDDC) are also members of the International Disability Caucus (IDC) at the Ad Hoc Committee. 
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