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Statement on International Cooperation

Handicap International  is a member organisation of the International Disability and Development Consortium (IDDC) which is a global consortium of non-governmental organizations supporting disability and development work in more than 100 countries around the world.  Its aim is to promote the rights of persons with disabilities through effective collaboration and sharing of information and expertise. These goals can only be achieved through inclusive development policy and practice.


Considering the fact that the vast majority of persons with disabilities (about 80 %) live in a developing country and are among the poorest of the poor, 


Recalling that the main causes for disabilities in developing countries are poverty conditions,


Noting that in the human rights context, international cooperation is referenced as an implementation measure in such instruments as the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (Articles 2(3), 22 and 23), and the Convention on the Rights of the Child (Article 4).1
Handicap International  and IDDC urges the Governments to support the inclusion of ´”International cooperation” in the form proposed in the “Chair’s text” dated October 7, 2005 which is: 

Inclusion of “International Cooperation” in the preamble and in Article 4 “General Obligations” as well as the inclusion of Article 32, International Cooperation. 

Handicap International  and IDDC welcome the Chair’s proposal to place Article 32 in the section addressing implementation measures, thus ensuring the goal of facilitating the inclusion of disability as a mainstream topic within “international cooperation”. 

Handicap International  and IDDC especially support the efforts of International Disability Caucus and the European Disability Forum within the Convention process, which aim at, inter alia, including the voices and the expertise of civil society, and in particular, organisations of people with disabilities.
With regard to Article 32, as last proposed by the facilitator Mexico, Handicap International  and IDDC propose one change in paragraph c) to ensure broad coverage of the range of elements included in international cooperation: 

“Ensuring that international development cooperation policy and programmes, as well as humanitarian and emergency measures, are specific to, and inclusive of persons with disabilities.”

We also agree with the Chair’s proposal to include the following language:

“ The provisions relating to international cooperation do not in any way derogate from the obligations of States to fulfil their obligations under this Convention.”

Lyon, November 24th,  2005
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